“Life is a tragedy for those who feel, and a comedy for those who think.”
--Jean de la Bruyere

STUDY COMEDY? ISN'T THAT A CONTRADICTION? DIDN'T . B. WHITE FAMOUSLY SAY, “EXPLAINING A JOKE IS LIKE DISSECTING A FROG. YOU
UNDERSTAND IT BETTER, BUT THE FROG DIES IN THE PROCESS.”

BUT -- YES WE CAN STUDY COMEDY!
WE CAN STUDY COMEDY AS A MEANS OF DISCOVERING WHAT COMEDY SAYS ABOUT OUR SOCIETY AND ABOUT OUR INDIVIDUAL SELVES.

GCOMEDY PROVIDES US WITH THE MEANS TO SATIRIZE SOCIETY, TO GIVE US A RELEASE OF PENT-UP ENOTIONS, AND TO CELEBRATE WHO WE ARE
AS IMPERFECT YET JOYFUL HUMAN BEINGS. COMEDY - PARTICULARLY STAND-UP COMEDY - PROVIDES THE INDIVIDUAL WITH A NARRATIVE
STRUCTURE TO EXPRESS AND EXANNINE THE SELF.

WE WiLL READ WHAT PHILOSOPHERS AND LITERARY CRITICS HAUE SAID ABOUT COMEDY AND USE THEIR IDEAS IN OUR QUEST TOWARDS
UNDERSTANDING ITS ESSENGE. WWE WILL READ PLAYS, WATCH MOVIES, AND STUDY STAND-UP COMEDY IN ORDER T0 ANSWER SOME
FUNDAMENTAL QUESTIONS: “WHAT IS A COMEDY?” AND “HOW DOES COMEDY EXPRESS THE SELF?”

/ N\ / —_— 4 / N
S S e N S P,
WAPTCTY o8 B - SOFIRSTLATES

2 €

PLEASE BE PREPARED TO READ THEORY, PRACTICE TELLING JOKES, AND TO “KiLL” THE PROVERBIAL FROG. THIS COURSE IS THE CAPSTONE EXPERIENCE
FOR ENGLISH WHICH MIEANS STUDENTS PREPARE A RESEARCH PROPOSAL IN THE SPRING AND WiLL WRITE A RESEARCH PAPER IN THE FALL. AS
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